12	BAR    AND    POLITICS
In 1897 he moved to a flat, 118 Ashley Gardens, sharing
it with a friend, Mr. Walter Crum,1 a son of Alexander
Crum, sometime M.P. for Renfrewshire. Walter had been
at Oxford with my husband, and was later to become a
specialist in the Coptic language and literature. He is now
— 1934 — producing a Coptic dictionary.
John was called to the Bar in 1892, but never seriously
considered the law as a profession. For a long time, how-
ever, he hesitated whether to embrace a political or a
literary career. The first had many attractions for him,
and he was a good and ready speaker. His father had been
for many years Conservative agent in Norwich, so that
John grew up in a decidedly political atmosphere. He
contested Deptford at an L.C.C. election in 1892, and
twice attempted to wrest the Sowerby Bridge division of
Halifax from the Liberals, standing as a Conservative in
a by-election in 1895 and again in the General Election of
1900. But in neither case was he successful— the seat was
indeed confessedly not a very hopeful one — although he
reduced the Liberal majority considerably on the first
occasion; and he gradually became convinced that the real
bent of his mind was towards literature. There is no
doubt that the decision was wise; he had not sufficiently
robust health, nor was he a sufficiently strong or consistent
party man for success in political life, whereas his whole
love was given to literature and art.
At the time of our marriage, in April 1900, he was
private secretary to Mr. George Wyndham, and he retained
a great interest in politics all his life, especially in foreign
policy and in home politics where they were concerned
with constitutional and financial questions. He took a
somewhat prominent part in the Free Trade controversies
of 1909, being at that time a convinced Free-trader, and
spoke and lectured on several occasions on the Unionist
Free Trade side. Industrial problems interested him much
less. I think that the absence of any historical background
1 Their joint tenancy lasted for only a short time, as Walter Crum soon
aftervMr4$ married Ella, daughter of Sir Edward Sieveking, M.D.

